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REMARKS 

Claims 1, 4 to 5, 8 to 9 and 20 and 22 to 3 1 are pending. 

Withdrawal of the rejections of claims 1, 3 and 19 under 35 HS*C § 102(b) over 
Blankensliip et &1. and claims 1 and 4 to 7 under 35 U.S.C. §103 (a) over Dietzsch et al.; 
is appreciated. 

Claims 1, 4> 5, 9, 20, 22 to 23, 27 and 29 to 30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) over "Applicant's prior art teaching" and Palmquiet 

Claim 3 was not rejected under 35 U*S.C § 1 03(a). Independent claim 1 has been 
amended to incorporate the limitations of claim 3 . The amendment should overcome the 
35 U.S.C* § 103(a) rejection of claim J. Claim* 4, 5 and 9 depend from claim 1. The 
amendment should overcome the 35 U.S.C. §103(a) rejection of these claims as well. 

Claim 21 was not rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). Independent claim 20 has 
been amended to incorporate the limitations of claim 21. The amendment should 
overcome the 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) rejection of claim 20. Claims 22 to 23, 27 and 29 to 30 
depend from claim 20, The amendment should overcome the 3 5 U .S.C. § 1 03(a) rejection 
of these claims as well. 

The rejection of claims 1, 4, 5 a 9, 20 3 22 to 23, 27 and 29 to 30 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) over "Applicant's prior art teaching' * and Palniquist should be withdrawn. 

Claims 1, 3 to 5, 8 to9 and 20 to 3 1 were rejected under 35 U.S.C, §112, second 
paragraph. 

Claims 1, 8 ? 20, 27 to 28 and 3 1 have been amended to overcome the indicated 
antecedent basis and grouping basis rejections under35U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. 

As to the rejection of claims 29 to 30 a the references to "fused SiCh of claims 29 
to 30 are references to "refractory metal content" types of the generic SiOa material of 
claim 20. The indefinite article "a" is correct 


6 

Received from < 703 313 9322 > at 9/18J03 1 :05:18 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 


Thursday, September 1&, 5003 1;05 PM Philip D. Freedman 703-313-9322. 


Application Nq. 09/636,286 RD-27791 


The rejection of claims 1, 3 to 5> 8 to9 and 20 to 31 under 35 U.S.C. §112, 
second paragraph should be withdrawn, 

Sh ould the Examiner believe that any further action is necessary in order to place 
thi$ application in condition for allowance^ he is requested to contact the undersigned at 
the telephone number listed below. 


Wia, Virginia 
_,2003 


Respectfully submitted, 



Philip D. ff reedman 
Reg. No. 24,163 
Philip D, Frewitxian PC 
Customer Number 25 1 0 1 
6000 Wcscott Hills Way 
Alexandria, Virginia 22315-4747 
(703)313-0171 
Fax: (703)313-9322 
Email: tekesq@teke5q.c0m 
Telephone: (703)313-0171 
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